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E te Mīnita 

For those who don’t know me my name is Glenn Tootill, and together with my Marcia 

Murray who was unable to be here today we are the co-presidents of Te Hunga Roia 

Māori o Aotearoa, the Māori Law Society.  My honour to speak here today. 

From its humble beginnings - starting with a handful of members in the garage of the 

late, great John Chadwick, (some of those members being here today) Te Hunga Roia 

Māori has had an illustrious history, with the Hunga last year celebrating its 30th 

anniversary back where it all began in Rotorua.   

Inevitably Māori law graduates, regardless of where or how they use their legal skills, 

have a desire to effect change through the law for our Iwi.   

It is for that reason that Te Hunga Roia’s kaupapa and vision is “Mā te Ture, Mō te Iwi”. 

And Judge Wara has always been a supporter of the Hunga and its vision.   

In fact, in 2017 Judge Wara was recognised as the inaugural winner of the Community 

Contribution Award for her outstanding contribution to her community. 

Judge Wara also generously offered to host our practitioners and Judges evening at her 

Tu Pono office, the site of many a good night, which I’m sure many of you have had the 

pleasure been a part.  That night in particular was a celebration of John Chadwick so per 

Judge Wara’s instructions Hawaiian shirts were compulsory.  Judge Wara had even gone 

as far as to arrange spare Hawaiian shirts for those of us who were not as organised. 

I’d like to say I have fond memories of that night, however this was prior to our Te 

Hunga Rōia AGM early the next morning and part of the AGM included electing new co-

presidents and if you know Te Hunga Roia Māori well you will know that, rather than 

people stumbling over themselves to become president it is somewhat different. 

And at this party at Tu Pono I wasn’t so much coerced as bullied by a number of wāhine 

toa (some of you who are here today) into standing for co-president.  And I knew it was 

all over when the only other male in contention came up to me and shook my hand and 

said I was his best friend.  Heoi anō, it is an honour to be part of such an organisation, 

an organisation whose pou tikanga are focussed around: 

1. Whanaungatanga                          Manaakitanga 

2. Tuakana-teina    Tirohanga roa 

3. Te reo me ōna tikanga 

And it is those pou that Judge Wara has consistently displayed throughout her career. 

My personal connection with Judge Wara extends back to law school (we won’t say how 

many years ago now) where Judge Wara was President of Te Whakahiapo, the Waikato 

Māori Law Students’ Association.  Even in those times Judge Wara was a particularly 

motivated and talented student and, importantly, was not afraid to let her hair down 

either. 

More recently Judge Wara has been an inspiration for us all in Te Hunga Roia Māori, 

particularly for large number of strong and upcoming wāhine who will no doubt be 

inspired by what you have achieved Judge Wara. 

The Māori Land Court bench is blessed with a wealth of experience, many of whom have 

played an instrumental part in the history of Te Hunga Roia and it is right that you 



should now join them.  We do however look forward to your continued support and no 

doubt being shoulder-tapped to impart your wisdom on those who will be looking to 

follow in your path. 

Finally, we all know we cannot do the things we do without the tautoko of our whānau 

and so to your whānau, Jas, koutou mā, I also congratulate you.  Tēnei te mihi atu ki a 

koutou. 

Heoi anō, … 

Kāore koe e wareware, kei kōnei mātou o te Hunga Roia Māori o Aotearoa ki te tautoko, 

ki te awhi i a koe, nō reira, i runga i tērā whakaaro  


