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Mihi 

1. Ka tu. Karanga to pō, karanga te ao. Ko Ranginui kei runga rā, ko Papatuanuku 

e takoto nei. Mai i te kore, te pō, ka puta mai ki te whai ao, ki te ao marama e. 

Tihei mauri ora.  

2. Mihi kau ana ki te mana o tēnei Kooti Whenua Māori, tēnā rā koutou. Ki te 

kaiwhakawā Matua, ki ngā kaiwhakawā o ngā kōti o Aotearoa, me ngā mema o 

Te Roopu Whakamana i te Tiriti, tena koutou.  

3. Ara, tahuri atu ki Ngāti Kauwhata, ki ngā rangatira i pōhiritia mai nei, karanga 

mai, mihi mai rā. E Te Arikinui, Tā Tumu, e te Minita Māori, e te iwi on Ngāti 

Kahungunu, tēnei te mihi ki a koutou. 

4. Ka rere aku mihi ki a koutou o te kura nei. E te Tumuaki, te uri o Te Ramaroa 

maunga, tēnā koe.  

5. Ka hoki whakamuri ki te kaupapa o te rā, ko koe tēnā e Tā. Tō tātou tāonga kua 

eke ki te paepae o Te Kooti Whenua Māori. Tēnā koe e te kaiwhakawaa. 

6. Tēnā koutou, tena tātou katoa.  

7. A ka huri. 

Kōrero 

8. E te kōti /May it please the Court   



9. It is my honour and privilege to address the Court on behalf of Te Hunga Rōia 

Māori o Aotearoa - the Māori Law Society, and to offer our best wishes to you 

Judge Stone, on your appointment.  

10. My name is Marcia Murray, and together with Glenn Tootill, who is unable to be 

here today, we are the co-presidents. I whakapapa to Tauranga Moana, 

Tuhourangi and Ngā Puhi. It is through my Ngā Puhi heritage that I connect to 

my whanaunga, Nathan Matthews, a Hato Pāora College old boy who returned 

to the school last year as the Tumuaki. Kia ora e te whanaunga.   

11. And just like the cuz (wink), another Hato Pāora old boy has brought us all here 

today. Brought us back to his kura who’s mission statement is:  

Taking good boys and growing them into great young men.   

12. When I think of great young men within our Hunga, I cast my mind back to 

roughly 10 years ago Judge Stone, when you were our Tumuaki Tane, and by 

your side as Tumuaki Wahine, was Jolene Patuawa.  

13. Your reign as Tumuaki came hot on the heels of the 20th anniversary of Te 

Hunga Rōia Māori. Everyone had an opportunity to reflect on the past 20 years 

(from its humble beginnings in a garage in Rotorua to what it was in 2009) and 

your executive were asking the question ‘what should our organisation focus on 

for the next 20 years’? Well Judge Stone, history MUST be repeating itself 

because last year we celebrated the 30th anniversary milestone and we’re STILL 

asking the SAME question ‘what should our organisation focus on for the next 30 

years’? So, if you have any tips, I’d be keen to hear them. Kia ora.    

14. E te Kaiwhakawaa, during your presidential term, sadly Jolene passed away in 

June 2010. Moe mai rā e hine, moe mai rā. I understand that the hunga didn’t 

replace her with another co-president and that you carried out the remainder of 

the term on your own. It was a heavier than usual load to carry, and yet you 



carried it, ahakoa te aha. To lead our organisation on your own, (whose 

membership includes judges, parliamentarians, lawyers, academics, research 

counsel, policy analysts and students) that requires strength, courage, 

commitment and dedication. And for all that, we truly thank you. 

15. From what I’ve observed over the past few years, I know you to be not only an 

outstanding lawyer, but also to be kind to all, supportive of your staff, non-

judgemental to others, you have integrity and you are an example of the true 

characteristics of a servant leader. Perhaps these qualities were developed from 

your time here at Hato Pāora, where students are expected to treat people in a 

respectful way, to contribute to the overall positive development of the kura and 

uphold the college motto, Whāia te Tika – to always do what is right.    

16. Doing what is right, having integrity and being a leader are specific qualities and 

attributes needed for Te Hunga Rōia Māori’s Ngā Hoa Aroha panel. A new panel 

set up to proactively provide tautoko and awhi to our members. When we were 

seeking senior practitioners to join the panel last year, you didn’t hesitate to 

raise your hand in support. He mahi rangatira tērā. 

17. And that is why YOU make an excellent role model for our good boys, our great 

young men, and women who are coming up through the ranks. And indeed will 

make an excellent judge of this honourable Court, Te Kooti Whenua Māori, and 

of the Waitangi Tribunal.  

Closing 

18. In closing, I would like to acknowledge another excellent judge of this court, the 

late Rawiri Ambler. With his dedicated work ethic and passion for the law, 

tikanga māori and te reo, he inspired me (and many others gathered here) to 

strive for more, to push myself beyond my limits and to always challenge.  



19. Just like Judge Ambler was the inspiration for me, YOU are the inspiration not 

only for these young men but for all your friends in our Hunga and your whānau 

here today.   

20. Me maumahara tātou i te whakatauki,  

a. Mate atu he tetekura, ara mai he tetekura. Ko koe tērā e Tā. 

21. Kāore koe e wareware, kei kōnei mātou o te Hunga Rōia Māori ki te tautoko, ki 

te awhi i a koe. Nō reira, i runga i tērā whakaaro, tēnā koe, tēnā koutou, tēnā 

tatou katoa. 

Ka rite ki te pai o te Kōti (as the Court pleases). 

 

 


