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Ka pū te ruha ka hao te rangatahi1  

Record number of Māori judges appointed to the District Court 

Te Hunga Rōia Māori o Aotearoa – the Māori Law Society celebrates the achievements of eleven new 

Māori judges appointed to the District Court.  

This statement follows the announcement of twenty-one new District Court judges appointed 

yesterday by the Attorney-General Hon David Parker. “It is timely to see such a rich and diverse range 

of people appointed to the bench, from various backgrounds representing the communities of 

Aotearoa,” says Glenn Tootill, Tumuaki Tāne (Co-President) of Te Hunga Rōia Māori. “We congratulate 

them all.”   

One of the objectives of Te Hunga Rōia Māori is to promote the appointment of its members to judicial 

fora and, over the past few years, Te Hunga Rōia Māori has been a vocal supporter of the appointment 

of Māori to all levels of the judiciary.  

“These appointments signal a generational shift and a positive move towards having a judiciary that 

is representative of the population and communities that it serves,” says Marcia Murray, Tumuaki 

Wahine (Co-President) of Te Hunga Rōia Māori. “For the new Māori appointees, not only are they 

increasing the number of Māori within the judiciary, but they are also lifting the profile of their 

respective iwi from across the country. And that is something we can all be proud of.”  

Te Hunga Rōia Māori estimates there are approximately fifteen Māori judges currently sitting on the 

District Court bench. With the new appointments, this will boost numbers to twenty-six. “While it is 

great to see the number of new Māori judges appointed to the District Court bench, we note that the 

number of Māori judges in the senior courts still remains very low,” says Mr Tootill. “However, we are 

encouraged by the calibre and expertise of these appointees and are confident that the numbers will 

grow at the higher court level into the future.”  

It is Te Hunga Rōia Māori’s expectation that the understanding of Te Tiriti o Waitangi and the level of 

te reo and tikanga Māori within the judiciary will grow with the appointment of more Māori judges. 

“Having an understanding of the role of Te Tiriti o Waitangi in the laws of New Zealand is essential for 

all judges,” says Ms Murray. “A commitment to Te Tiriti also means a commitment to the Māori world 

view, including tikanga and te reo Māori in the law. We would expect that all judges – not just Māori 

judges – would have at least a base level of knowledge of these things.”  

On 21 January 2020, the Attorney-General announced the judges who can immediately be named with 

the remainder to be announced later this year. The new judges include replacements for retirements 

and ten new positions. The nine new Māori judges announced yesterday are: 

Kiriana Tan (Ngāti Ranginui and Ngāti Mutunga), barrister of Hamilton, has been appointed as a 

District Court Judge with Family Court jurisdiction to be based in Manukau. 

 
1 When the old net is cast aside, the new net goes fishing. This whakatauki refers to the younger generation 
taking up the reigns left by an older generation. 



Hana Ellis (Ngāpuhi and Ngāti Porou), Barrister of Auckland, has been appointed as a District Court 

Judge with Family Court jurisdiction to be based in Whangārei. 

Quentin Hix (Ngāi Tahu, Ngāti Māmoe, Waitaha and Hawea), barrister and solicitor of Timaru, has 

been appointed as a District Court Judge to be based in Christchurch. 

Brandt Shortland (Ngāti Hine – Te Orewai, Ngāpuhi, Ngāi Te Rangi and Ngāti Ranginui), a coroner for 

Te Tai Tokerau has been appointed as a District Court Judge with jury jurisdiction to be based in 

Kaikohe. 

Rachel Paul (Ngāti Awa and Ngāti Manawa), barrister and solicitor of Ohope, has been appointed as a 
District Court Judge with Family Court jurisdiction to be based in Hamilton. 

Turitea Bolstad (Ngāti Maniapoto / Ngāruahine), barrister of New Plymouth, has been appointed as a 

District Court Judge with jury jurisdiction to be based in Gisborne. 

Michelle Howard-Sager (Whakatōhea, Ngāpuhi), barrister and solicitor of Whanganui, has been 

appointed as a District Court Judge with Family Court jurisdiction to be based in Kaikohe. 

Gordon Matenga (Ngāti Kahungunu, Ngāti Rongomaiwahine and Ngāti Porou), coroner of Hamilton, 

has been appointed as a District Court Judge with jury jurisdiction to be based in Hastings. 

Bruce Northwood (Te Aupōuri), barrister and solicitor of Auckland, has been appointed as a District 

Court Judge with jury jurisdiction to be based in Palmerston North. 
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About us  
Te Hunga Rōia Māori o Aotearoa, the Māori Law Society, was formally established in 1988. Since then, 
the Society has grown to include a significant membership of legal practitioners, judges, 
parliamentarians, legal academics, policy analysts, researchers and Māori law students. The vision for 
Te Hunga Rōia Māori is Mā te Ture, Mō te Iwi – By the Law, For the People.  
 


